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farms with the hands needed for haymaking, the grain harvest, and
the vintage, but stress is specially laid on the fact that it will train
the young to the discipline of community living (Radio-Paris, May
j i, 1941).
V. The Quest for Owner-cultivators
In an effort to attract new farmers to the country, the Vichy
Government was obliged, on the one hand, to attempt to improve
living conditions by approximating them to those enjoyed by the
town-dweller, on the other hand to give substantial material
advantages to individuals who accept this transplanting.
i. IMPROVEMENT OF RURAL CONDITIONS
The improvement of living conditions' in the country was
organized by a law of November 21, 1940 (Arrete d* application^
published December 31, 1940).
Improvements in buildings belonging to farms enjoy a subsidy of
25 to 50 per cent., with a maximum of 25,000 francs for a single
farm. The work must be carried out under the supervision of the
local surveyor's department.
These measures operate in favour of landlords as well as farmers
who have their landlord's consent. Failing this consent, provided
the lease has six years to run, the farmer may carry out work to a
maximum amount of 30,000 francs.
* Encouragement9 premiums are given in the shape of additional
subsidies up to 10 per cent, for the results considered best.
In his speech of April 23, 1941, the Secretary of State for Agri-
culture stated that these arrangements had achieved a real success
and that already work was in progress on many farmsteads.
Alongside these provisions, a decree published on June 11, 1941,
authorized the agricultural mutual loan societies to grant long-term
loans to the agricultural associations and co-operative societies as
well as to rural proprietors, farmers, and country craftsmen for
housing improvement for workers, farmers, and craftsmen. These
loans are no bar to the granting of the subsidies provided by the
law of November 21, 1940.
Finally, a law of April 17, 1941, organized a system of subsidies,
which we examined above, for the improvement or erection of the
buildings necessary for new holdings.
2. GRATUITIES FOR SETTLEMENT ON THE LAND
By virtue of a law published on May 31, 1941, gratuities for
settlement on the land may be granted to families, with at least
one child, the head of which;